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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

On the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog.

This truly is the information age, where people of disparate backgrounds, nationalities, appearances, and philosophies can meet and become friends.  The online world matches strangers who would never otherwise meet.

Of course, the offline world not only sheds you of your mortal trappings - it also allows you to take on new identities.  This month, the online world of Cargotha again becomes available in the Role Playing Games Forum.  Now you can come online not only to escape from reality, but to escape into fantasy.

Who would you like to be today?

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Where we're going is often as important as where we've been.  A new topic in the HelpDesk this month is "Where Have We Been?", where Syndicomm members can discuss of what other online services or bulletin board systems they've been members, and how their online adventures originated.  Make your introduction in the HelpDesk's Category 2, Topic 5.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Is Apple another Microsoft?  With such a small percentage of the market, they can install their own software on their own hardware and nudge out potential competitors, such as Adobe and Microsoft themselves.  If their software is good, do the ends justify the means?  Or are they simply a mini-monopoly?  Discuss such issues in Category 4, Topic 3: Rumors and Chat about Apple Computer, Inc.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
May day is lei day in Hawaii, but Apple II users are not sending out a mayday as we get into the last weeks of Spring.  In Category 5, Topic, 22, we're getting ready for another year of fun and frolicking in Kansas City as the best and brightest in the Apple II world head to KansasFest for a continuation of the yearly sleep depravation experiment.  Check out the Orchard Lounge (Category 2, Topic 8) for our always entertaining non-computing talk, as well as other topics for ways to hack hardware, write software, and play games on the granddaddy of all personal computers, the Apple II.

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
The Cargotha multi-user dungeon (MUD) is again active and can be accessed by telnetting to the RPG Forum and selecting menu item #4.  This online game requires no additional software in order for you and other Syndicomm members, together or separately, to explore a fantasy world filled with magic and mayhem.  Changes to the world will occur as the staff customizes it for Syndicomm.  Come visit Cargotha!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
The future of several well-known shows has recently been a hot topic.  Star Trek: Enterprise, ending its third season this month, may not be back for a fourth.  The current season and how to vote for its continuation are detailed in Category 13, Topic 6.  Meanwhile, in Category 14, Topic 1, the salary disputes of the voice actors responsible for the long-running Simpsons cartoon have been settled.  A profile of actress Yeardley Smith is also available.  Stop by to read more about these shows and stars!

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The annual Electronic Entertainment Expo will consume the attention of gamers worldwide later this month as the industry descends upon Los Angeles to exhibit the best and brightest of the coming year.  Metal Gear Solid 3, Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas, Metroid Prime 2, and the Nintendo DS handheld are all among the hardware and software we hope to see.  Read Category 5, Topic 7, for more info about the show itself, and the appropriate topics for console-specific announcements.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
Sometimes we can live our entire lives with a unique condition and not even know it.  Fortunately, these conditions are not always malignant.  While many people may lose or donate one of their kidneys, some don't have a second kidney to spare.  In Category 4, Topic 1: Health. read about the likelihood and effects of being born with only one kidney.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
A good book can draw its reader into another world - but no reader can completely disconnect from this one.  In what environment do you enjoy reading a book, magazine, or newspaper?  Our surroundings can range from a quiet bubble bath on a rainy day, to the top of a mountain on a sunny one.  Share your favorite comfort zones in Category 2, Topic 5: Readers' & Writers' Cafe.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
